introduce such a needle is possible only when the veins are large and prominent, and even so the polyethylene tube is not large enough for fast infusion of blood.
I have devised and used two instruments which allow the insertion of really large polyethylene tubing, even in small veins. The first one' required double puncture of the vein. I therefore devised another instrument which allowed the introduction of polyethylene tubing intravenously with one puncture.2 The principle of this instrument was a guiding needle which was followed by a gutter accommodating the polyethylene tubing. The gutter with polyethylene tubing has to follow the path of a small-gauge guiding needle. In practice a large gutter with a large polyethylene tube can be quickly introduced without any difficulty in a small vein. This allows the use of polyethylene tubing more frequently in order to avoid many venepunctures during operation and in post-operative treatment, and is especially recommended in all cases where emergency replacement of blood during operation may be anticipated and where prolonged intravenous feeding in the post-operative period is necessary. 
POINTS FROM LETTERS
Filter-tip Cigarettes Dr. DICK GLOVER (Guildford) writes: Filter-tip cigarettes are becoming more and more popular. As a smoker I find that the last half-inch or so of a filter-tip cigarette tends to make me cough. Could this be due to the fact that the smoke has to pass through a build-up of trapped tar in the filter ? If this is the case surely an even distribution of irritant substances throughout the cigarette would be less harmful than a concentration of them in the filter ? In other words, nonfilter-tip cigarettes should be less harmful. We much regret an error that appeared in Dr. J. L. Stafford's letter (October 7, p. 960). The drug name tretamine was wrongly substituted for busulphan in his last paragraph. The relevant part of his letter should have read: " At this point an effective oral therapeutic agent is a great assistance. In such instances busulphan is probably preferable, for it is more effective in its depression of the white cell mass which is usually raised at this stage, and in the long run patients tolerate it much more readily."-ED., B.M.J.
